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Editor’s View 


The Message 

On March 18, 2005, less 
than a thousand people to 
include school children, 
government employees and the 
common tao joined the march for 
peace. They have one common 
manifestation, to let President 
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo know 
their deepest sentiments on the 
ravaging situation in Sulu. Their 
message: 

Madam President 
please stop the war in 
Sulu! 
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Acting PES Diwallay giving final instructions on the conduct of the continuing system of registration. 


COMELEC REGISTRATION 


The Commission on 
Elections by the strength of Comelec 
Resolution No. 7425 promulgated 
on January 6, 2005 conducts the 
resumption of the continuing system 
of registration in the ARMM 
provinces of Sulu, Basilan, (except 
Isabela City) Tawi-Tawi, Lanao del 
Sur and Maguindanao (except 
Cotabato city) which runs from 
January 17, 2005 to March 15, 2005 
preparatory to the holding of 
election of the officials of the 
Regional Legislative Assembly 
(RLA) on August 8 this year. 

Prior to January 17, which 
the registration started the office of 
the Information Technology 
Department (ITD) of the 
Commission, on January 10-12 


By Julamrie Lu Diwallay 

Actg. Provincial Election Supervisor 

Tawi-Tawi Province 

sent technical team here headed by 
Atty. Esmeralda Ladra, director IV 
of the Planning Department with 
Atty. Joslyn De Mesa, director IV, 
Law Department to lecture on the 
legal aspects of Resolution No. 7425 
and Eden Bolo, Roderick Ilagan, 
Concepcion Cadiz and Albert 
Salazar, Information Technology 
Department personnel on the 
technical side. The ten election 
officers and six data encoder recruits 
hired by the Commission to help the 
non-computer literate election 
officers to handle the data capturing 
machines were in full attendance at 
the Rachelle’s place and restaurant 
on January 10-12, 2005. 

All election officers were not 
remiss of their duties and 


responsibilities as they went out of 
their way to conduct massive 
information campaign so as to make 
the people aware that registration is 
taking place and that all voters, ages 
18 and above are encouraged to 
apply for registration in order for 
them to qualify to vote and choose 
the best and brightest of Tawi- 
Tawi’s cream of leaders. While the 
registration was in progress, Mila 
Desamito, director IV of the 
Education and Information 
Department (EID), Ma. Victoria 
Dulcero, Rufmo Luna and Mark 
Lozano came to Tawi-Tawi twice in 
less than a month to monitor the 
conduct of registration in all 
municipalities of this island 
province. The team visited Simunul, 
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COMELEC volunteers from MSU help distribute election materials for the January 17, 2005 registration. 


Panglima Sugala, Sitangkai, 
Languyan and Sapa-Sapa and they 
went around and visited different 
barangays far and wide in the 
municipality of Bongao where they 
were impressed by the way the 
people flocked to the office of the 
election officer for registration. 

In a meeting called by 
Milagros “Mila” Desamito on 
February 19-24, heads of academe, 
church leader, laymen, student 
leader and some barangay officials 
were in attendance. She made a 
clarion call that every citizen in this 
island province must be vigilant at 
all times especially during election 
where their votes are gold to the 
unscrupulous politicians; they 
should not make their votes 
available to them in exchange of a 
few hundred bucks. Other issues 
were also discussed during said 
meeting and in the end the group 
organized themselves into one body, 
which they named “Electoral 
Reform Advocates,” or ERA in 
short. Among its objectives is to 


condition the people to value their 
votes. During the organizational 
meeting, Babylyn Kano Omar, 
manager, Radio DXGD was elected 
president; Prof. Abubakar 
Mohammad and Pastor Guilbert 
Biera, vice presidents; Abidin 
Nuruddin, secretary and Bonsan Go 
Jr., treasurer. Different committees 
were also created during the 
meeting. The organization is now 
recruiting members to help the 
Commission on Elections educate 
the voters on how to handle and 
value their votes carefully during 
election time. 

Another team from the ITD 
headed by Joseph Arive ably aided 
by Roderick Ilagan again arrived 
Tawi-Tawi on February 27 to install 
the new program on the DCS and 
DCS Utilities on all ten computers 
used during the said registration. 

The influx of deportees of 
undocumented Filipinos from 
neighboring Malaysia mostly 
residents of Tawi-Tawi was timely 
as the Commission extended the 


continuing system of registration of 
voters to March 18 and great 
number of these deportees were 
given the chance to apply for 
registration in their place of origin. 

From day one up to the 
termination of the registration on 
March 18 the overall peace and 
order situation in the island 
province of Tawi-Tawi was very 
normal. It is because of the 
unselfish cooperation of the 
Philippine National Police (PNP) in 
the area coupled with the presence 
of the Philippine Marines in every 
nook and corner of the province 
especially the Municipality of 
Bongao where a team of Marines 
foot patrol was being felt. Incidents 
of any nature relative to registration 
never happened during the entire 
period. 

With the present registration 
of voters the Commission on 
Elections will hopefully come up 
with a clean Computerized Voter’s 
List (CVL), as it is now beginning to 
get rid of the double/ multiple 
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registrants and underage. The 
election officers had made several 
corrections of entries and have 
accepted numerous transfer from 
other municipalities outside and 
within the ARMM provinces and 
even from the barangay to another 
and transfer from one precinct to 
other precinct within the 
municipality were being effected, 
too. 

The number of registered 
voters in the Province of Tawi-Tawi 
is expected to rise from 120, 402 at 
the present level to over 130,000 
after the registration shall have been 
finished. The number of transferees 
from other municipalities in and 
outside ARMM and other 
barangays is also expected to 
increase more than ten percent 
allocated to them. There are 8,986 
new applicants for registrations with 
373 transferees and 25 corrections of 


entries all registered at the PES 
Office as of this report. Except for 
the correction of entries all other 
applications will have to be heard, 
deliberated and approve/disapprove 
by the Election Registration Board 
(ERB) which is chaired by the 
Election Officer, Municipal 
Treasurer as vice-chairman and 
DepEd District Supervisor as 
Member-Secretary on April 4, 2005 
and, only after the approval of the 
ERB the registrant is considered a 
registered voter. All registered 
political parties are represented 
during the deliberation of the ERB. 

The office of the Provincial 
Election Supervisor had just 
received from the Law Department, 
Comelec, and Manila the more than 
800 double/multiple and underage 
registrants and each election officer 
of every municipality is instructed 
now to file the prepared 


administrative complaints in the 
Municipal Trial Courts in their 
respective area of responsibility. 
The team of lawyers from the Law 
Department of the Commission will 
soon come to conduct preliminary 
investigation and if they are found 
to have violated election laws and 
found to be guilty, appropriate 
punishment shall be meted out 
against these violators. 

The six casual data-encoders 
hired by the Commission for a 
period of one month include 
Aldisher J.S. Diwallay who is 
assigned to Panglima Sugala; 
Adzhal Abdurahman - Sitangkai; 
Ada Aramon - South Ubian; 
Zulfikhar Nawali - Mapun and 
Alwalid Akbar - Turtle Island. 
They were deployed to help the non 
- computer literate election officers 
encode the data during the entire 
registration period. 


Republic of the Philippines 
National Electrification Coinmission 
NATIONAL ELECTRIFICATION ADMINISTRATION 

Quezon City 


APPLICATION FOR THE RENEWAL OF PROVISIONAL 
FRANCHISE TO PERMANENT TO OPERATE AN 

ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER SYSTEM IN THE NEC CASE NO. 2004-01 

MUNICIPALITIES OF SIBUTU, SITANGKAI, SIMUNUL, 

AND MANUK MANGKAW, ALL IN THE PROVINCE OF 
TAWI-TAWI 

TAWI-TAWI ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 

(TAWELCO) 

Applicant 

X-X 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

Applicant, Tawelco duly organized and existing pursuant to P.D. 269 as amended, request that it be granted a renewal of 
its Provisional Franchise pursuant to NEA Resolution No. 02 dated March 18, 1999 to a Permanent status to operate electricity and 
power system in the municipalities of Manuk Mangkaw, Simunul, Sitangkai and Sibutu, all in the Province of Tawi-Tawi. 

This Public Hearing will be conducted by this Commission on March 30, 2005 at 10:00 AM at the Zamcelco Conference 
Hall, Zamboanga City Electric Cooperative. Inc., Zamboanga City, at which hearing Applicant will present evidence of its 
capabilities financially, technically and institutionally to operate electricity and power service in the area applied for. 

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file their written opposition with the Commission at least five (5) 
days before the date of the hearing, failure on the part of any person to appear at the hearing will be construed as a waiver of his or 
her rights to be heard and the Commission will proceed to hear and decide the application on its merits. 

February 16, 2005, Quezon City, Metro Manila, Philippines. 


Noted by: 

(SGD) ATTY. JOHN JOSEPH M. MAGTULOY, CPA 
Deputy Administrator for Legal Services 


By the Authority of the Commission: 

(SGD) ATTY. GOLDELIO G. RIVERA, CPA 
Manager, NEC Office and Hearing Office 





March 2005 


Tawi-Tawi Mirror Magazine 


6 


Era of Reformation 


By Papas Kamarwan 



Some people down here are 
bragging about their state of 
enlightenment, courage and history. 
But their condition in life ranging 
from where they are to how they 
behave manifests more of their 
backwardness rather than anything 
else in practically all aspects of 
existence. They are so naive or 
adamant not to believe that the 
Americans conquered them. They 
are so idle not to see the need for 
symposia on various issues such as 
the recurring war in Jolo or election 
in the ARMM, if not its abolition as 
a matter of fact, our observation has 
it that even the so called Tawi-Tawi 
intellectuals or educated class are 
seemingly oblivious to current issues 
already adversely affecting their 
lives without some leaders coming 
from Manila, Cotabato, Lanao or 
Jolo sounding off the call for action. 

One case in point is the 
holding of the symposium at the 
MSU gym on March 5 and 6, which 
was made possible by the presence 
of former Senator Santanina T. 
Rasul. The cream of Bongao 
personalities could not have been 
gathered to hear local leaders such 
as Datu Abubakar M. Halun and 
Datu Atty. Aysal Amilbangsa speak 
on the Muslim engagement in 
politics and economic development 
without the visitors, shall we say, 
persuasion? Without the 
symposium, it may be said in 
parenthesis here that our Ulema or 
religious leaders would not have 
understood how some of our 
women are struggling for equality 
with men despite their being on 
hijab. 

Perhaps, we are making 
much ado of nothing. At any rate, 
we should help protect the integrity 


of the ummah through 
understanding, humility and 
brotherhood lest we leave ourselves 
open to fitnah and fasaadum rabiir, 
meaning tumult, oppression and 
tyrannical cataclysm. 

Another case, which smacks 
of insults to any concerned Tawi- 
Tawians, is the campaign to educate 
the voters on how to go about 
voting during the elections. Every 
election voters are placed in a 
quandary looking for their names 
not because they are stupid but due 
to COMELEC’s failure to provide the 
voters with the list of voters sans 
irregularities or fraudulent intention 
to confuse or mislead the voters 
during elections on account perhaps 
not of bribery but sheer carelessness. 

There is no truth or evidence 
to show that any comelec employee 
or officer has committed any crimes 
of which the public is rampantly 
talking about but for the purpose of 
protecting the good image of the 
comelec, it is important that we 
inform the people that there is not 
an iota of truth in the allegations or 
rumors that any comelec employee 
or officer has sold his soul to the 
devil. The campaign for 


information on this matter should 
include a challenge to the 
rumormongers to come up with 
evidence of bribery against comelec 
personnel or shut up lest a case of 
libel may be filed against them in 
court. 

Some soldiers and teachers 
involved in the conduct of elections 
have also been rumored or alleged 
to be involved in partisan politics, 
but in fairness to them, we hereby 
say that they are dedicated public 
servants and living up to our 
expectations considering the facts 
that not one of their detractors had 
so far come out and substantiated 
any allegations leveled against them. 

We do not expect 
our comelec officers, soldiers and 
teachers to be perfect but under 
circumstances of graft and 
corruption, criminalities and 
terrorism, we feel we have no one to 
look up to for succor except the men 
in uniform, the teachers and leaders 
who should lead us in the crusade or 
jihad for the transformation of our 
society from what it is today into 
something beautiful, livable and 
worthy not only of our admiration 
but the world’s. 
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Nakakalito talaga. First we 
heard that ARMM election would 
be held on August 8 this year. Then 
COMELEC Chairman Ben Abalos 
revealed that there is no 
appropriation for the election and it 
shall be, presumably, postponed. 
Now we understand that several 
individuals have already expressed 
their intention to aspire for the 
governorship of the ARMM either 
through election or appointment by 
the president. Prominent among 
them are former Admiral Romulo 
Espaldon, Abdul Sahrin, Hatimil 
Hasan, Gerry Salapuddin, Muslimin 
Serna, Sac Candao and Nur 
Misuari. 

In response to some queries 
in respect to my preference, I said: 
they are all the same. But when 
pressed to say who among them is 
best fitted for the governorship, I 
said: Nur Misuari, if Espaldon will 
not do for some reasons. 

Espaldon is loyal to the flag 
and the Constitution of the 
Philippines and could well be 
trusted to protect the territorial 
integrity of the country. He knows 
the idiosyncrasies of the Moros and 
he could have them follow his 
advise on account of his moral 
integrity and propensity to show 
meaningful consideration for their 
appeal for justice, peace, and 
development. He has a track record 
on this, which if availed of by the 
present administration might result 
in the surrender or peaceful return 
of the rebels to the fold of law. 
Which means much lesser 
destruction of properties and loss of 
lives and government expenses in 
subduing the malefactors of the 
land. 

It is a mistake on the part of 
the government to have a Muslim 
leader as a lackey of Malacanang. 
The Moro masses have no respect 
for lackeys or unprincipled 
collaborators despite their 
kowtowing them for favor in one 
form or another. Nur Misuari, bang 
mga kuting mag paka ngiyaw pa to 


Moro Diary 

By Abubakar Mohammad 

What a Confusion! 

some extent which the other Moro 
leaders have their tongues tied even 
when they ought to speak in behalf 
of the Bangsamoro under certain 
circumstances. 

Although I must confess that 
I rather see the ARMM abolished 
than continue existing for some 
good reasons. Any way the national 
government is not supporting the 
ARMM in its development program 
according to Atty. Jose Lorena. 
Which is evidently borne out by the 
fact that even in Tawi-Tawi not any 
one project of the ARMM is 
discernible since the governorship of 
Candao. While it is true that 
ARMM offers considerable 
opportunities for employment, talks 
have it that ARMM breeds 
nepotism, graft and corruption, 
plunder, moral degeneration, 
idleness and ill reputation, which 
are destructive of Moro youth 
education and future. 

Look how distorted now is 
the Moro understanding of the 
circumstances surrounding us as a 
result of this ARMM thing or Moro 
rebellion. I understand there will be 
a parade this coming March 18 and 
some individuals will be speaking in 
commemoration of “Moro Freedom 
Day.” Someone asked whether I 
would speak on that day. Why 
should I? I said. I told him that 
March 18 should be celebrated as a 
“Moro Fool’s Day” because the late 
President Marcos had Abdul Latip 
Martelino beguiled the young 
Moros of Tawi-Tawi and Sulu to join 
the “Operation Merdeka” which 
was actually a project undertaken 
for the purpose of creating a 
confusion or ruse to justify the 
declaration of Martial Law already 
contemplated since the assumption 


of Marcos to the presidency in 1965, 
and not really meant to invade 
Sabah as the late dictator made it 
appear to the public. Besides, Nur 
Misuari already abandoned the 
original idea of Moro independence 
on the basis of his signing of the 
Tripoli Agreement in 1996. 

I do not mean to refrain any 
one from exercising the right to 
peaceful assembly to air any 
grievances or for any other reason. 
But while exercising such right, it’s 
well to remember the need to 
respect the right of others or of the 
state even on the basis of the Rule of 
Law or fundamental laws of the 
land we even invoke to protect our 
right. Because March 18 has 
something to do with rebellion, 
sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of the Philippines or MNLF pursuit 
of autonomy, justice, peace and 
development, I feel there is a need 
on the part of Nur Misuari, the 
MNLF Executive Council of 15 or 
the MNLF Alvarez Isnaji Wing to 
make known of the fact that it is no 
longer viable to celebrate March 18 
as Moro Freedom Day on the 
ground aforementioned. Now I 
hereby suggest that those celebrating 
the day be thoughtful of what they 
are doing lest a misunderstanding 
may arise between them and the 
powers-that-be. They may invoke 
the right to peaceful assembly but 
here I also suggest that they consult 
a lawyer to advise them on what the 
right really is and under what 
circumstance it may not be invoked 
or exercised. 

Or shall we be made to 
understand that a new group is 
aforming to take the field already 
abandoned by Mr. Misuari, Dr. 
Parouk Hussin and the Executive 
Council of 15 or the Magic 8? Or a 
new gang is again out to beguile the 
Moro youth to violate the law of the 
land for some reasons similar to 
what the late President Marcos 
foisted upon us shortly before the 
1968 Corrigidor Massacre or Day of 
Infamy? 
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NO TO SEMINARS, TRAININGS, MEETINGS 
AND CONVENTIONS TO SAVE MONEY 

By Abdulmajid S. Alawi 



Expensive seminars, trainings and conventions are draining government funds. 


The government of 
President Gloria Macapagal - 
Arroyo should ban or disallow any 
government sponsored trainings, 
seminars, conferences, meetings, 
conventions to take place at this 
time of economic crisis, if truly we 
are experiencing economic crisis, 
and minimizing government 
expenditures, whatever sponsored 
trainings, seminars, conferences, 
and conventions, should be totally 
banned to include district, 
provincial and regional athletic 
meets, for this incur unnecessary 
expenses using government money. 

It is observed the constant 
seminars, trainings, and conferences 
sponsored by the government are in 
a way or the other, eating up and 
draining more or less public funds. 


There are government offices taking 
advantage and spending lots of 
money, and yet the outcome or 
impact or over-all results of these 
trainings, seminars, and conferences 
still would not make government 
offices improve in their 
performances, for there is no surety 
the employees or officials could 
learn more in attending these 
trainings. Besides, acquiring new 
concept of office works, can easily 
be disseminated through memoranda 
and circulars or other training kits 
done through mailings, or letting the 
trainors go to the field and conduct 
the on-the-spot seminars, and 
trainings that would eventually 
minimize government spending 
compared to letting large number of 
employees and officials go to Metro 


cities like Manila, Cebu and Davao - 
preferred training centers of the 
government. 

GMA should make the issue 
of banning all kinds of government 
sponsored trainings, seminars, 
conferences and conventions, much 
more district, provincial and 
regional athletic meets as an 
important part of her new policy 
relative to the austerity program her 
government is taking as measure 
and make it into correct use, instead 
of being wasted. There are yet other 
important purposes on how to 
properly utilize government funds. 
For example, increasing the salaries 
of national government employees, 
and increasing further other benefits 
they are entitled to receive. It is the 
look out and responsibility of the 
government to see to it that the 
general welfare of national 
government employees be addressed 
and provided with satisfactory 
results. 

While the rapid increases of 
prime commodities and other aspect 
related to the high costs of living 
increase too, there is no reason why 
the government could not also raise 
the salaries of the 3 million pitiable 
public servants who are serving the 
country in honesty, sincerity and 
austerity of which their services 
benefit the Filipino people in terms 
of public service they rendered to 
them. 

A Bill should be made into a 
Law to be penned by our lawmakers 
increasing salaries of national 
government workers every three 
years from 5 to 15% in a way for 
these public servants to cope the 
burgeoning increases of all prime 
commodities as well as other costs 
of living abruptly taking place every 
now and then. 
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Hon. Romulo M. Espaldon 
First Minister of Muslim Affairs 


Espaldon: 

The unifying! leader 

By Nash Tahang 


I have never imagined that I 
would ever meet the Father of Tawi- 
Tawi again. The first time I talked 
with Ambassador Romulo M. 
Espaldon was in 1977 when he was 
then Southcom Commander. I was 
in my Advance AFROTC when the 
Corps dropped me from its roster of 
cadets. That extremely saddened me 
because I had wanted to pursue a 
military career then, so I went to see 
the admiral to intercede for my re¬ 
inclusion. I was first class cadet and 
was due to complete my four-year 
AFROTC training. The good 
commander after knowing the 
reason of the dropping gave a note 
for our commandant. I was re¬ 
considered. This may not be 
remembered by Ambassador 
Espaldon but reminiscing this 
proves that the Father of Tawi-Tawi 
is really that good helping man. 

That meeting at his CAP 
office (he is a director) was 
accidental. I was not aware that we 
would be seeing Amba (short for 


Ambassador), a name people closed 
to him call him. My reporter, 
Kuder, told me that we would be 
going to CAP to meet somebody. 
While waiting outside a conference 
room, we were served with Jaa, a 
Muslim pastry. An aide told us that 
the Ambassador would see us in a 
short while. “So I was meeting the 
Admiral,” I told myself. He was in 
a conference with some closed 
aides. Just after eating one crispy 
jaa, a lawyer aide came out and said 
the Ambassador will now see us. 
There, I meet again the very man 
who had helped me on my 
AFROTC predicament sitting 
smartly in his casual attire, with the 
same magnetic welcoming smile, 
and the charm and charisma of a 
great leader. In a glimpse of 
moment, I saw him sitting in his 
white duck uniform with two stars 
on his shoulder. He is Rear Admiral 
Romulo M. Espaldon, Southcom 
Commander. My reporter took 
Amba’s hand and made mano, 


so did I. 

Kuder joined the casual 
conversation while I listened 
intently. I noticed he was relaxed 
with the people around. And I 
found out that my reporter was once 
an aide of the ambassador. No 
wonder, I mumbled. Having the 
opportunity to talk to a respectable 
man, I begin asking questions. 
However, I don’t ever forget that old 
magnetic smile, the same old smile 
that welcomed me 28 years ago. I 
asked what happened to his bid in 
the last election. I knew he was 
supposed to run for Senator. The 
ambassador gave me a wry smile. 
He was blank for a moment. And 
when he got back to his composure, 
he said, “I am sorry, you know 
whenever I remember my deceased 
wife I feel down.” Answering my 
question, he said “I would have 
been a Senator should Gov. Parouk 
Hussin had not run.” And I 
believed him. He is a renowned 
figure, a popular personality by facts 
positions. The ambassador 

continued saying that the 
Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao (ARMM) needs a leader 
who could unify its people and 
hostilities in Mindanao should be 
ended. He said the people should be 
united in order for peace and 
development be achieved. How? 
That’s the job of whoever is the 
ARMM leader and, of course, the 
sincerity of the government to solve 
the problems, he stressed. I asked 
him if he intends to run for regional 
governorship in the forthcoming 
ARMM elections. He gave me an 
astonishing look and said NO, 
however, “if the elections don’t 
push through and if Malacanang 
were looking for a transition leader I 
would take the challenge to lead 
ARMM and unify its people,” the 
ambassador said. He offered 
me another jaa while he took one 
for himself. He said this is Tawi- 
Tawi. Without hesitation, he bluntly 
told me that he had somehow been 
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mistaken to have hard fisted the Sama 
adaptation of Tawi-Tawi. “It’s a 
province for all, he emphasized, as long 
there is that harmonious co-existence 
among its people. I am happy our 
province is fprward moving.” 

In 1977, he had fond memory 
for the people of Tawi-Tawi when he 
engineered the creation of the province 
as a new and separate entity from the 
Province of Sulu. 

He related how it all began. It 
happened according to him when 
Former President Ferdinand E. Marcos 
wanted an answer to the seemingly 
illusive question that then befuddled his 
mind. “Admiral,” the ambassador then 
was chief of Southcom and considered 
as the “Little President of Mindanao,” 
the president addressed him, then 
snapped the query: “Why are the young 
boys of Tawi-Tawi easily wooed by the 
Moro National Liberation Front?” the 
ambassador directly and prophetically 
gave the answer, and said: “The Sama 
boys, like their elders and leaders, are 
tired and weary of their union with the 
Province of Sulu. They want to have 
their own leaders and manage their own 
affairs. If His Excellency want to 
solve the problem, I recommend 
that he creates them into separate 
province and allow them to exercise 
their own local prerogatives.” 

On September 27, 1977, 

President Marcos signed Presidential 
Decree No. 302 creating the Province of 
Tawi-Tawi. Ambassador Espaldon, 
then as rear admiral and the president’s 
top Mindanao man, was tasked to 
organize and preside over the new 
province and became not only its first 
governor, but regaled as the “Father of 
Tawi-Tawi” as well. 

When he retired in 1981, he 
considered the following feats as his 
best achievements in career: the 
containment of the communist 
insurgency and th£ Muslim secessionist 
movement in Mindanao from 1973 to 
1980 by the policy of attraction and 
reconciliation which reduced the 
strength of the NPA to a few hundred 
and attracted about 40,000 MNLF 
rebels to return to the fold of the law; in 
addition to the organization of the new 
provinces of Tawi-Tawi and Basilan 
which used to be part of Sulu and 
Zamboanga del Sur provinces, 
respectively, he contributed efforts to 
bringing the country closer to Indonesia 



through the implementation of the 
Border Crossing and Joint Border 
Patrol Agreements which merited him 
with the ‘Bintang Yudha Dharma 
Partama”, an award he received from 
Indonesian President Suharto; his 
successful efforts to bring peace and 
order which greatly reduced criminality 
in the Southern Philippines which 
merited him with the “Legion of 
Honor”, an award he received from 
French President d’ Estaing. 

Today, as Tawi-Tawi projects 
for progress, its creation in 1977 does 
not only eloquently argue against armed 
revolution in the South, but true to its 
logical form, it affirmatively draws the 
Tawi-Tawians to higher concerted 
efforts for a common purpose - the 
making of the province as a new 
flourishing Southern Frontier. 


Warm handshake! Ambassaodor Espaldon with 
President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt. 


Brief profile 

• Former Ambassador to the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and 
the Republic of Yemen. 

• Former Congressman of the 
Lone District of Tawi-Tawi. 

• Former Ambassador to the 
Arab Republic of Egypt, 
Somalia and Senegal. 

• First Minister of the Ministry 
of Muslim Affairs. 


• Former Mambabatas of the 
Batasang Pambansa. 

• Representative of the 
President to the Bureau of 
Customs. 


• Former Commissioner of the 
Commission of Islamic 
Affairs. 


• Former Commissioner of the 
Autonomous Government of 
Region IX. 

• First Commander of the 
Southern Command for the 
whole of MINSUPALA. 






First Governor of the New 
Provinces of Tawi-Tawi and 
Basilan. 

Former Deputy Chief of Staff 
of the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines. 

First Rear Admiral of the 
Philippine Navy. 

Youngest Guerilla Volunteer 
to fight the invading Japanese 
Forces, Sulu Bolo Battalion 
under Gen. Douglas Mc¬ 
Arthur. 

Outstanding Filipino Father, 
1999 Dangal ng Lahi Award. 
Hall of Fame, USMMA Kings 
point. New York, the only 
Filipino out of only three 
famers. 

Director, CAP Family of 
Companies. 

Twice Amirul Haj, and by the 
Grace of Allah Ta'ala, 
performed Umbra many 
times, Haj three times, and 
was given the solemn 
opportunity to enter the Holy 
Ka'aba three times. Inside he 
consistently prayed for three 
things: blessing for him and 
his family, peace for 
Mindanao, and prosperity for 
the country. 

Conferred the Legion of 
Honor, the highest honor 
France can give, by former 
President d' Estaing for his 
peace effort. 

Conferred the Bintang Yudha 
Dharma Partama by President 
Suharto of Indonesia for 
bringing RP - Indonesia 
relation closer. 

Conferred the honorific title 
of Sultan of Sulu. 

Conferred the honorific title 
of Sultan Lomangcolob 
(peace). House of Baloi, Lanao 
del Sur. 

Adopted Son of the Maranao, 
Bantugan Foundation, Inc, 
Lanao del Sur. 

Grew up in Simunul, Tawi- 
Tawi since two months old 
where all his brothers and 
sisters (8 of them) were born. 
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Nash Tahang takes local mag to Manila - based Tawi-Tawians but selling the 
paper was not that easy. Tawi-Tawians here, most of them, are basically 
preoccupied for which time was of paramount essence that made them unavailable 
for any appointments. 

A Journey To Manila 


The ship was to sail past 
midnight for Manila. At 7:30 pm, 
we hurried to the wharf knowing 
that boarding time was 4 hours 
before departure. But the travails of 
the trip begun since Superferry 18, 
one of the largest luxury liners of the 
WGA fleet has not arrived on 
schedule from Cotabato. Waiting 
over an hour at the wide 
Zamboanga wharf was a pain in the 
ass. We were outside the terminal 
standing with several Manila - 
bound passengers grasping any 
available thing to rest our ass on, 
but one finds the only and most 
comfortable thing to do that 
moment was to stand at one leg to 
ease our muscles. We learned later 
that the terminal was closed because 
it was a turf that almost caused 
bloodshed between the Zamboanga 
Customs and the Port authorities 
struggling over its control the past 
weeks. Our storyteller says, it was 
good that Mayor Celso Lobregat 
has stood amid the warring agencies 
and left the terminal to nobody’s 
used and control. Good riddance! 

The liner arrived past 9:00 
and after setting its gangplank for 
embarkation, security check begun. 
Hand carried baggage passed 
sniffing K-9 police dogs to detect 
bombs and other contraband. Three 
security checks were made on every 
passenger before one can finally 
board the ship. The same system is 
done when one board in Manila 
port terminals bound for 
Zamboanga and other big cities. 
That’s how tight security measures 
are in boarding metropolitan bound 
domestic vessels. Yet terrorist can 


still find a way to sabotage domestic 
ferry vessels? Just like the one that 
devastated Superferry 14 and the 
bomb scare at Superferry 18 in 
GenSan. I wonder how these 
terrorists do the thing with all these 
tight security checks. 

A 28-hour voyage was not 
really that bored aboard a luxury 
vessel like Superferry 18. 
Accommodation was not really that 
bad, too, for budget tickets (our 
tickets) since it makes only little 
difference with other 
accommodations. Of course, one 
cannot compare the luxury and 
comfort of the cabin and suite 
classes, which are hotel-like. But* 
two good things are worth, the 
courteous ship personnel and the 
cleanliness of the vessel. 

We docked at pier 15 near 
Manila Hotel at 2:30 am, Saturday, 
February 26. We disembarked 
systematically, and finding a cab 
was not a problem at all, although, 
Manila taxi drivers know how to 
make money out of their passengers. 
It cost us P200.00 to reach Filinvest 
in Quezon City. “That was not bad” 
my reporter friend, Kuder Abao, 
tells me who was very familiar 
because he used to work here. 

Aside from a very important 
matter to follow up in Manila, our 
itinerary includes selling the second 
issue of the paper, (Tawi-Tawi 
Mirror Magazine) to Manila - based 
Tawi-Tawians in the hope of 
improving the services and quality 
of the only local magazine in Tawi- 
Tawi. We called DAR Assistant 
Secretary Lorenzo R. Reyes and 
arranged our appointment with him. 


Lorenz, if I may recall, was my 
senior in MSU Preparatory High, I 
was a freshman then when he was 
our Corps commander in PMT in 
the 60’s. He was a nice guy. A U.P. 
law graduate, Atty. Reyes became 
OIC - governor of Tawi-Tawi in 
1986 after Cory Aquino became 
President. Now as Asec of the 
Department of Agrarian Reform, 
Lorenz has remained caring and 
thoughtful of his people. He has 
tried to prove that Tawi-Tawians 
although settling more than a 
thousand miles from Metro Manila 
could also be at par with their 
Christian brethrens in Luzon, could 
also excel in certain fields just like 
other Filipinos. Lorenz has not 
totally discarded politics. He still 
hopes that one day he could go back 
to Tawi-Tawi, probably after his 
retirement, and take his turn again 
to politically emancipate the 
southern province, perhaps as a 
Representative to the Hall of 
Congress where Tawi-Tawians 
believe he fits most. In parting, 
Atty. Reyes encouraged us to 
continue doing our part as media 
men and advised us to unearth 
Tawi-Tawi in its bid for recognition 
as a flourishing southern frontier. 



Lorenz gave us the nod to see him 
at 4:00 that afternoon. That was 
Saturday, and in spite of his hectic 
schedule, Asec Reyes welcomed us. 
And over a cup of coffee we 
huddled on things about Tawi-Tawi 
- DAR activities, politics, 
developments and many others. 
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On the other hand, learning 


She was Commander Liwayway of 


of his interest to vie for ARMM 
elections, particularly in the 
Regional Legislative Assembly, my 
reporter friend, Kuder, tried getting 
in touch the next day with former 
congressional candidate Hadji 
Norman Idanan. The guy hails from 
Lookan, Banaran, Sapa-Sapa, Tawi- 
Tawi and resides in Park Place 
Subdivision, Cainta, Rizal. It was 
2:00 pm when we reached his 
residence. Under a shaded tree in 
his compound, we sat and 
exchanged pleasantries. Norman 
was more than curious to know our 



Mayor Matolo 


the Hukbalahap in her early years 
fighting the government for a cause 
- Land Reform. I admired her 
honesty, sincerity and her guts. She 
was such a woman of principle and 
at her age now she still speaks about 
cause and justice. What a woman. 
Anyway we thank her benign 
acceptance for our short stay in their 
residence. Thank you Lola Remy. 

We also wish to thank 
Mayor Putli Aisa S. Matolo of Sapa- 
Sapa for taking care of our budget 
tickets home. She was indeed very 
warm in receiving us at her 


visiting him. But that curiosity 
seemed to have wandered far when 
we offered him the cover story for 
the magazine. I knew from his face 
that he was not financially 
competent to buy the offer but Hadji 
Norman did not like to frustrate us 
and instead pledged to take next 
issue for his behalf. He was telling 


unfortunate when he denied our 
offering him the cover story of the 
magazine. Here is the Congress¬ 
man’s text reply in toto “I SUGEST 
GOV. NA OR C ASSY. 
POCHONG. TYN SDA”. Yap! 
That’s our Representative. But 
anyway we cannot blame the 
Congressman for failing us the 


comfortable residence in Manila. 
Thanks Mayora Isang. 

Summing it up, our journey 
to Manila was not at all a failure, 
although it was quite difficult to sell 
our local paper to Tawi-Tawians 
there, we also succeeded in the 
matter we had purposely worked 
for. After all, we still have the next 


us of his desire to run for the RLA 
in a bid to help the people of Tawi- 
Tawi. I saw in him that sincerity 
and suggested to him that he should 
make a try in August for the RLA. 

Meanwhile, getting an 
appointment with Congressman 
Anuar Abubakar was not that easy. 
We tried to arrange a schedule 
meeting him but we were 
unfortunate. We were even very 


interview we asked; he was probably time. We’ll make the call 
unprepared to say something, much InshaALLAH. 
more to appear in a cover of a local 
magazine. 

Above all things, we wish to 
thank Madam Remedios Paraiso 
and Hadja Baby Adil Paraiso for 
our cozy accommodation at 
Filinvest. And mind you, Lola 
Remy in a little huddle has told this 
writer that she was once a rebel. 



TOPLINE 

PAPER, INCORPORATED 

gives you the best paper products you 
need at a very reasonable price 

at 

Bongao Shopping Plaza 

Exclusive Distributor 
Located at Datu Halun Street, Bongao 


Congratulations! 

Tawi-Tawi Mirror Magazine on 
its 2 nd issue. The paper is such a very 
informative reading material. It is 
surely good for Tawi-Tawi. More 
power. 

A tty. Maqtahar L. Manulon 

Regional Director, NSO 
Region IX 

Zamboanga City 
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Some years ago, the term 
“Mobile Phone” was something of a 
misnomer. Phones were only 
“mobile” if you were very strong or 
if you had one installed in your car, 
since their batteries were extremely 
heavy. The phones were bigger than 
shoeboxes, they cost thousands of 
dollars. 

Toady there are some 1.35 
billion mobile phones. In some 
countries more than half the 
population own them. Most fit in 
the palm of your hand, and they are 
sometimes even provided free of 
charge. The Australian journal The 
Bulletin reports: “Nearly as many of 
these devices are in use as [there are] 
TV sets and personal computers 
combined.” In over 20 countries, 
there are now more mobile phones 
than fixed phone lines. One industry 
experts describes mobile phones as 
not just a technological marvel but - 
“a social phenomenon” 

What effect are mobile 
phones having on society? Are they 
friend or foe? 

A Boon to Business 

The booming sales of mobile 
phones are boon to many busi¬ 
nesses. One large firm stated: “The 
mobile telephone market is the 
largest consumer electronics 
segment ever.” In other words, 
more money is spent on mobile 
phones now than on any other 
electronic device in the past. 

In Australia, for example, 
more than 15 million of the 20 


THE MOBILE PHONE 

Friend or Foe? 


million inhabitants own a mobile 
phone. The customers of just one of 
the many telephone companies in 
that country made 7.5 mobile phone 
calls in a recent year. Worldwide, 
mobile phones generate billions of 
dollars a year for telecommunica - 
tion companies. It is easy to see 
why big business views the mobile 
phone as a friend. 

Creating a New Language 

Many of the millions of 
messages exchanged between these 
high-tech devices are, not in the 
form of speech, but in the form of 
the written word. Instead of 
speaking into the handset, a growing 
number of mobile phone users- 
especially youths- is using facility 
called the Sort Message Service 
(SMS). This service allows them, at 
relatively little expense, to type and 
send brief messages to each other. 
Because communicating in this way 
requires typing a message on the . 
phone’s tiny keypad, SMS devotees 
use as an abbreviated form of 
language that combines letters and 
numbers to make word sounds. 
Despite the inconvenience of 

composing and typing a message as 

opposed to speaking with the 

recipient, each month about 30 

billion messages are exchanged 
worldwide. 

What are all these massages 
about? A British study discovered 
that 42 percent of youth between the 
ages of 18 and 24 use SMS to flirt, 

20 percent use this chic form of 
communication to ask a person out 
on a date, and 13 percent have used 
SMS to end a relationship. 

Some social commentators 
worry that the mangled spelling and 
syntax used in SMS messages is 
harming the literacy skills of young 


ones. Others disagree, stating that 
the SMS phenomenon is “spawning 
the revival of writing in a new 
generation.” A spokesperson for a 
firm that produces an Australian 
dictionary told the Sun-Herald 
newspaper: “it’s not often we get the 
opportunity to develop a whole new 
style [of language]... the 
combination of text messaging 
[SMS] and the internet means 
young people are doing a lot more 
writing. [They] have to be fluent and 
articulate enough to pick up the 
style and master the in-words and 
the code.. .of the genre.” 

Some Unfriendly Tendencies 

While mobile phones are a 
useful tool both for socializing and 
conducting business, to many 
employees these devices might 
sometimes seem more like a fetter 
than a friend-making them feel 
chained to the office. One survey 
found that 80 percent of advertising 
employees and 60 percent of 
construction workers feel pressured 
to be available, either to their 
employers or to clients, at all times. 
The pressure people feel to respond 
to a mobile-phone call no matter 
where they are or what they are 
doing is creating what one 
researcher calls a “culture of 
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interruptions.” In response, 
engineers have developed a building 
material for use in restaurants and 
theaters that can block out mobile- 
phone signals. 

More than just creating 
annoying intrusions, these 
ubiquitous devices have the 
potential to become a public enemy. 
A Canadian study found that using 
a mobile phone while driving is as 
dangerous as driving under the 
influence of alcohol. Professor Mark 
Stevenson, of the Injury Research 
Centre at the University of Western 
Australia, explains that holding a 
conversation on the telephone is 
considerably more difficult than just 
having a conversation in the car 
with someone. Despite the dangers 
and the fact the police in some 
places can fine offending drivers, a 
recent survey found that 1 in 5 
Australian drivers sent SMS 
messages and one third made or 
received calls on their mobile 
handsets while driving. 

The dangers of inappro¬ 
priate mobile phone use extend to 
air travel. While the wiring in newer 
aircraft is shielded from mobile- 
phone signals, some aircraft still in 
service are said to be susceptible to 
interference. New Scientist reports: 

“in tests aboard two airlines, 

Britain’s Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA) has confirmed that cellphone 
radiation interferes with flight 
critical electronics.” Identifying a 
key threat posed by the phones, a 
CAA spokesman said, “ a cellphone 
emits more power the further it is 
from a base station. So as an aircraft 
climbs, the mobile signal increases 
in power, boosting the interference 
level at a critical time in a flight.” 

An Australian found that personal 
electronic devices, including mobile 
phones, caused a number of 
incidents where commercial aircraft 
suffered in-flight problems because 
passengers ignored the warning to 
turn the devices off while on board. 


Mobile Phones and Cancer 

Controversy still continues 
over whether the radio frequencies 
emitted from mobile phones and the 
base station that relay their signals 
can cause cancer in humans. 

Because hundreds of millions of 
people use these devises, even if 
only a small percentage were to 
develop health problems, that would 
translate into a major health risk. 
Therefore, dozens of in-depth 
Scientific'studies have investigated 
the effect of mobile-phone radiation 
on living tissue. What conclusions 
have been reached? 



The Independent Expert 
Group on Mobile Phones (IEGMP) 
released a report stating: “The 
Expert Group believes that, on the 
basis of the evidence currently 
available, there is no need for the 
general population to be worried 
about the use of mobile phones.” 
New Scientist also reported, “ despite 
scare stories in recent years, the 
majority of evidence to date suggest 
that exposure to mobile phone radio 
frequency emissions does not have 
adverse effects on health. Studies 
that have shown effects have proved 
difficult to reproduce.” 

Because of lingering doubts 
about the health effects of mobile 
phones, millions of dollars continue 
to be poured into further research. 
Until a definitive answer is found, 
the IEGMP recommends the 
following: Use (mobile) phones 
with low specific energy absorption 
rate (SAR) values. Use hands-free 


kits and other devises provided they 
have been proved to reduce SAR.” 
The expert group also recommends 
that children less than sixteen years 
of age should be discouraged from 
using mobile phones,” since 
developing nervous system of 
children would make them “more 
vulnerable to any unrecognized 
health risks.” 

Though dogged by 
controversy, the mobile phone is 
having a profound impact both 
economically and socially. Like its 
electronic cousins - the TV and the 
personal computer - the mobile 
phone has the potential to be either 
a useful slave or a demanding 
master. The power to determine 
whether it becomes friend or foe is 
literally in the hands of the user. 


(Awake/Feb 8,2005) 
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Loss-maker: The rate increase will reduce Napocor’s losses, estimated to hit more than PI00 billion this year. 


The Philippine economy 

By Hadji Halim Y. Mohammad 

1 st SPCPD Assemblyman/ 1 st DAR-ARMM USEC/RSEC 
and Head Executive Assistant-PGO 


All too often, interest groups 
have dominated the making of 
economic policy in this country 
especially the ARMM provinces - 
policy making should be made in 
the open - in full view of the people 
and with the active participation of 
every sectoral groups, the 
professionals, businessmen, labor 
unions, people’s organization and 
the non-government organization 
etc., which are the very groups that 
would have to live with the 
consequences of any economic 
decisions. 

We must return to the 
simple truth that many successful 
businessmen and great leaders in 
our country today have taught us, if 
we know, they concentrate in 
making ordinary Filipino to be self- 
reliant and productive, we will not 
just be putting a little more bonds 
into their stomach, we would be 
putting a few more peso into their 
hands and this new purchasing 
power can widen demand for 
domestic products. We must 
empower every Filipino family as 
our basic economic unit, to be more 
capable, efficient and productive. 

As you may well know, the 


problem of alleviating poverty is of 
tremendous urgency in our country 
today especially in the Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao 
(ARMM) which is an area where 
insurgency had taken root. This is 
something that we must urgently 
address to create jobs regionally. 
And bring basic health care, quality 
basic education and enduring 
infrastructure facilities to the 
communities in every provinces of 
the ARMM. 

Almost a million of young 
adults enter the work market every 
year. We also have a pool of the 
already unemployed and 
underemployed people working less 
than 40 hours a week that run to 
almost ten millions of Filipinos. 

The -job situation is critical 
enough for our government - to 
launch short term and labor- 
intensive rural infrastructure, 
reforestation and environmental 
conservation and protection, 
agriculture and fishery programs 
should be the priorities of the 
ARMM region. 

Over the longer term, the 
ARMM government must: 
emphasize rural development - 


including rural electrification and 
industrialization by multi-cropping 
and by encouraging off-farm, off- 
session employment in cottage 
industries; open up the economy to 
the linkages of global trade by 
stopping protection of our retarded 
infant industries because high tariff 
levels undercut market imperatives 
to operate efficiently; government 
must set down policies that are 
generally based in favor of labor 
intensiveness rather than prejudice 
against it. Our government must 
steadily promote foreign investment 
by promulgating stable policies 
because creating jobs needs capital 
and our domestic saving rate is the 
lowest in ASEAN. Our government 
must continue to dismantle the 
complex regulations, the differential 
tariffs, and the licensing powers and 
the regime of controls. 

We must attract investment 
positively - by providing the 
educated people, the skilled workers 
and the efficient managers along 
with the airports, roads, computers, 
telephones and information services 
linking our economy to the ASEAN 
countries or even to the World. 
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ZAMBOANGA, ISABELA CITIES, BASIL AN, SULU AND TAWI- 
TAWI RESIDENTS STRONGLY OPPOSSED THE TRANSFER OF 
REGIONAL CENTER TO PAGADIAN CITY 


Whatever law, directives 
from Malacanang of ordering the 
transfer of regional offices of the 
National Government from 
Zamboanga City to Pagadian City 
should at this moment be set aside. 
There are hundred of reasons to be 
considered as to why the residents, 
national and local government 
officials refuse to accept or follow 
the order, for Pagadian City is not 
the epicenter of government, 
business, and political activities of 
Region IX. Zamboanga City is 
proportionately located for it is 
balancely situated and 
transportation-wise accessible from 
all parts and directions of region IX. 

Her Excellency, President 
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo should 
conduct aerial ocular inspection to 
make sure about the veracity of this 
comment and appeal letter of the 
afore-mentioned places and 
residents that Pagadian City is not 
conducive to become the regional 
center. In fact there is a proposal to 
include Pagadian City as part of 
Misamis Oriental for its proximity 
to Lanao del Norte and Cagayan de 
Oro City. 

Hard-hit by this abrupt and 
new set-up are the Provinces of 
Basilan, Sulu and Tawi-Tawi, for 
reasons of high cost of 
transportation fares, exorbitant hotel 
bills and other incidental expenses. 
If the salary of a head of office is 
only P20,000 he/she cannot meet 
the expenses of traveling to and 
from his origin to Pagadian City 
attending conferences, meeting as 
the places mentioned are far apart 
from Pagadian City, and sea 


transportation nowadays are 
irregular and scarce much more 
expensive, especially at this time of 
economic crisis. Zamboanga City is 
the prepared regional center for it is 
accessible from all directions in 
Region IX areas and distant-wise is 
not expensive to travel. 
Categorically speaking, Pagadian 
City is a newly bom city; it lacks all 
the amenities of a Regional Center. 

It does not mater, if the 
government pay in advance 
traveling expenses and allowances 
of government officials attending 
conferences in Pagadian, instead we 
are paying first our traveling 
expenses and subject to be 
reimbursed yet, and it takes time to 
do so. The best way to solve the 
problems of transportation, 
allowances, hotel bills or 
accommodation, is to get rid of 
conferences, meetings, as a national 
policy in a way to minimize 
expenses, instead of allocating 
budget to this item, it should go to 
the budget allocation of increasing 
the salaries of national government 
officials. Anyway the one benefited 
by this traveling expenses allocation 
are regional heads of offices and not 
ordinary officials. 

As adopted policy of the 
government relative to the 
continuous program of austerity 
measures of GMA, all conferences, 
meetings and trainings should be in 
the meantime set aside instead 
whatever results or impact of all 
these, be done through 
memorandum than officials, and 
employees attend meetings, 
conferences in Pagadian, and other 


cities, it would only incur huge 
expenses to be burdensome to the 
government. Instead the amount 
should go to increase the salaries of 
national government officials and 
employees. 

By returning back the 
Region IX Regional Center to 
Zamboanga City, it would lessen 
the burden on both money and 
effort on the part of government 
officials being Zamboanga City is 
still considered the Regional Center 
in Region IX and not 
Pagadian City. It would be very 
difficult for many officials to move 
and their families to settle in 
Pagadian City, since there is no 
available fund for resettlement at 
this moment, especially as the 
Administration of GMA claimed we 
are facing economic crisis. 
Zamboanga City is really and 
actually the Regional Center of 
Region IX, and not Pagadian City, 
likewise Zamboanga City is the 
capital city of Western Mindanao, 
and foremost the second largest city 
next to Davao City. 

Her Excellency, President 
Gloria M. Arroyo should consider 
everything that affects government 
officials financially. Environmental 
and climate-wise, how this could be 
adapted to the advantage of 
government employees? 

Sometimes workers or state 
workers are becoming lazy doing 
their works for if s not anymore fair . 
with pertains to equal pay equal 
work policy program as enunciated 
by the government. 

National Government Officials and 
Employees Association of ZAMBASULTA 
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News 

Senate introduces anti dilatory, redtape Bill 

By Kuder Abao 


]The bill filed recently at the 
upper chamber by Senator Angara, 
worries dilatory crooks working in 
many government departments who 
used to get things fast for something 
greasy creeping under the table, but 
go snail pace without it. 

This is the practice that is 
almost found true in many public 
offices, especially when it involves 
monetary transactions needing fast 
action. 

The Bill, which seeks to 
uproat redtape and corruption in the 
government transaction carries five 
(5) major provisions, to ensure 
prompt and honest delivery of 
public service. First, setting a 15 day 
deadline for acting on all simple 
government transaction and a 30 
day deadline for complex one; to 
limit the number of signature for 
easy government transaction to cut 
for delays and corruption; to 
penalize public officer or employees 
who fail to act on papers and 
transactions; that an automatic 
extension be given on permits and 
licenses not acted upon within the 
timeless set, except those 
transactions that involve public and 
spawn bribery and under the table 
deals in government. 


A One-Stop Processing 
Center (OSPC) tasked to assist 
Filipino deportees from Malaysia in 
processing their documents is now 
established in Bongao, Tawi-Tawi. 

The OSPC is readied in 
anticipation of the massive 
crackdown against illegal 
immigrants in Malaysia, 
particularly, in Sabah where a huge 
number of Filipinos are believed 
illegally working and overstaying. 


“The culture of over 
regulation has been a bane to the 
health and safety; to require 
government agencies to modernize 
their system, train and re-train their 
personnel and continuously adopt 
system re-engineering. 

The anti-redtape bill of 2005 
which aims to end complex 
government regulation only seen to 
exasperate the public and made 
investors non step to complex 
against the too slow and graft-ridden 
bureaucracy. 

These rules, Angara said 
highly choke the flaw of investments 
private sector and investors that 
portrayed the government as an 
anathema to economic 

development.” Angara further 
stressed. 


Earlier, Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi was 
quoted as saying that Malaysian 
government would go hard against 
the estimated 1.6 million 
undocumented and overstaying 
immigrants in Malaysia following 
the end of the amnesty period last 
month. 

Most of the illegals are from 
Indonesia and the Philippines and 
the rest from Burma, Bangladesh, 


Nepal, India, East Timor and Sri 
Lanka. 

Earlier, Migrante chair 
Connie Bragas - Regalado criticized 
Malacanang for trying to project the 
crackdown as humane and saying 
that no Filipino would be harmed. 

Regalado said the 
government was harping on getting 
those Filipino illegals who had 
voluntarily left Malaysia re¬ 
employed in that country, while not 
doing anything for the welfare of 
those who had stayed behind. 

She said Malacanang 
should not leave the worrisome 
situation of those Filipinos left 
behind who have been clinging to 
jobs in the construction, plantation 
and other services and who are now 
threaten to lose jobs in the course of 
the massive crackdown by 
Malaysian authorities. 

Regalado further stressed 
that reports by non-government 
organization Tenaganita (Women’s 
Force) in Malaysia and Asia Pacific 
Mission for Migrants in Hongkong 
revealed the following: 

• All Malaysian prisons 

were filled with illegal 
aliens even before the 
crackdown began on 
March 1. The 
government was looking 
for vacant buildings to 
house more 

undocumented workers. 

• Members of the 560,000 

strong People’s 

Volunteer Corps (called 
Relas) tasked to 
implement the 

crackdown will be paid 
80 rinngits (PI, 144) 
daily plus 100 ringgits 
(PI,430) for every 
undocumented alien 
arrested. 

• The Relas were not 
trained in humane arrest 
procedures, respect for 
human rights and 
international humanitarian 


OSPC for deportees readied in Tawi-Tawi 
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law. Hence, the crackdown 
was highly open to abuse of 
authority and due process 
will not be observed. 

• Undocumented Fili¬ 
pinos would be 
subjected to arrest, a 
minimum 14 - day 
detention, caning and 
deportation. 

Migrante, along with other 
human rights groups, called on the 
Malaysian government to stop the 
crackdown and respect the human 
rights of undocumented migrants. 

However, Foreign Secretary 
Alberto Romulo, after meeting with 
PM Ahmad Badawi expressed 
satisfaction with the fair treatment 
illegal Filipino workers were getting. 

Meanwhilele, the OSPC in 
Bongao has already started 
processing several documents of 
deportees who have voluntarily 


gone home, revealed Ms. Mayeth 
Belatindos, Tawi-Tawi POE A chief. 

She said OSPC is composed 
of component agencies to include 
DFA, POEA, DSWD, DOLE, BID, 
NSO, MLCR, OMA, and the PNP 
all of which are concerned in the 
processing of documents for free 
passports issuance to deportees. 

In another development, 11 
Malaysian immigration officials 
headed by Ismail Sulaiman arrived 
Zamboanga City last week. Seven 
of the officials proceeded to Tawi- 
Tawi to formalize and legalize the 
re-hiring process of the deportees 
who wish to work again in 
Malaysia. 

OSPC Tawi-Tawi is 
expecting a bulk of deportees to 
arrive anytime next month when 
they (deportees) have been released 
from detention in Sabah, Malaysia 
and repatriated to the Philippines. 


BWD eyes Sanga-Sanga 
Lake as new water source 


The premier town of 
Bongao may no longer suffer water 
shortage soon as Bongao Water 
District (BWD) is eyeing a new 
water source at Sanga-Sanga Lake. 

“We have a rich water 
reserve in this lake” says Engr. 
Rosendo Reyes, BWD general 
manager when interviewed in his 
office the other day. 

Reyes said he is urging the 
Bongao Municipal Government 
(BMG) to create a body known as 
Bongao Watershed Development 
Council that will be tasked to study, 
and formulate programs, strategies 
and activities that will lead to the 
official and legal declaration of 
Sanga-Sanga Lake as Danao 
Hunasan Watershed Area. 

He said, “the main source of 
water for Bongao depends largely 
and substantially on the identified 
watershed area of which its 
conservation and sustainability 


could only be ensured by abundance 
of trees and other natural growths 
which serve as catch basin to 
continuously recharge the aquifer of 
our water.” 

“Hopefully the Sangguniang 
Bayan could pass a Resolution 
formalizing the creation of the 
watershed development council for 
Danao Hunasan watershed area so 
that we can jumpstart the project,” 
Reyes added. 


Meanwhile, it is learned that 
one reason why multi-national 
companies are hesitant to consider 
Bongao as an area of investment is 
because of its insufficient water 
supply, aside from its unstable 
power and security threats. 


BE A LEADER, NOT A BOSS 

The Boss drives his men 
The Leader inspires them 
The Boss depends on authority 
The Leader depends on goodwill 
The Boss evokes fear 
The Leader radiates LOVE 
The Boss says T 
The Leader says “WE” 

The Boss shows who is wrong 
The Leader knows what is wrong 
The Boss knows how it is done 
The Leader knows how to do it 
The Boss demands respect 
The Leader commands respect 
So, be a Leader not a Boss 



SANGA-SANGA Lake, a verv rich 


reserve of water suddIv for Bongao. 
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2M furniture workers fear losing jobs; 
DENR alarmed lifts total log ban 


Total log ban imposed last 
year almost caused about 2 million 
workers in the furniture 
manufacturing sector losing their 
jobs. 

The situation has alarmed 
the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR), which 
prompted Secretary Mike Defensor 
to review his December 8 total log 
ban order. 

However, Defensor in a 
Senate hearing two weeks ago 
according to reports, told Senators 
that the total log ban remains in full 
effect over Nueva Ecija, Aurora and 
Quezon areas which have been 
badly affected by the killer 
landslides last year. He said that 
studies were being made to find out 
the viability of lifting the 
moratorium in Southern Mindanao 
and the Caraga regions. 

In citing the possible lifting 
of these bans in these regions, 
Defensor pointed out good logging 
practices here. He said, he wants a 
sustainable forest management 
program that protects and conserves 
the country’s remaining forests but 
also answers the needs of wood - 
based industries. 

Earlier, Penro Jonel 
Mohammad Monel of DENR Tawi- 
Tawi was reached for comment on 
the total log ban imposition through 
out the country. He said, although, 
Tawi-Tawi is not prone to 
calamities that happened in the 
Luzon areas the order on the total 


The Association of Sama 
Tawi-Tawi Professionals (ASTAP) 
was organized on February 13, 2005 
at the residence of GM Mansur 
Sakili of TAWELCO in 
Sowangkagang, Bongao Tawi-Tawi. 


log ban has to be imposed, just the 
same, in full force here. 



Penro Monel 


However, Monel 
commented that enforcing the full 
log ban in the country, especially in 
Tawi-Tawi, which is not a typhoon 
prone area is saddening as it 
deprives the source of livelihood to 
many Tawi-Tawians. He was 
hoping that the national office 
would consider revising its 
moratorium and limit the total log 
ban to areas that are not calamity- 
free. 

The recent decision of the 
DENR Secretary to study the 
viability of lifting the total log ban 
from areas not directly affected by 
typhoons gave Penro Monel some 
bright hope in the event of his 
concerned over the plight of those 
affected in their source of livelihood, 
especially to some Tawi-Tawians 
who consider that cutting trees is a 
means of earning income, a survival 
of a family at the edge of an 
economic crisis. 


The organization, according 
to GM Sakili, is aimed in rebuilding 
an identity spelled in its vision: 
Committed Sama Professionals to 
the values of love, unity, peace and 
sustainable developments into the 


context of an increasingly complex 
society. 

The organization also aims 
to foster unity among the Sama 
professionals as embodied in its 
mission of creating a condition for 
opportunity for the proper 
utilization of the God-given 
resources of the community and for 
the technical development of human 
capability consistent with the 
Islamic and democratic principles, 
customs and traditions. 

GM Sakili further 
emphasized that the organization of 
the Sama professionals is not 
creating a condition of divisiveness, 
but a condition of developing a 
value of love and unity towards a 
peaceful existence and sustainable 
developments in Tawi-Tawi. “This 
is also liberation from the bondage 
of poverty, ignorance and all forms 
of exploitations,” Sakili stressed. 

Otong Ibno: Promising 
barangav chairman 

By Kuder Abao 

Considered the youngest 
barangay chief in Tawi-Tawi, 
honorable Utong Ibno, has earned 
recognition from his constituents as 
a promising barangay chairman, 
who did much what his father for 3 
consecutive terms has not done. 

Just shortly after elected to 
the chairmanship of barangay 
Tandu-owak , in the Municipality of 
Sitankai . Utong Ibno has brought 
many changes. Dilapidated 
footbridges were repaired linking 
one house to the other, and 
constructed new ones for the rest. 
His present project today is to 
provide enough supply of water to 
his barangay, which depends on 
rainwater, or buy from water 
vendors at exorbitant price. Despite 
of his meager development 
allocation, Utong wants to leave a 
legacy for his people before the time 
of his exit comes. 


Sama Tawi-Tawi Professionals formed 
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Poems 

Time and Vcnc 

Time was so fast 

That low? was made at last; 

It was qou and I together 
In the midst that seems forever. 

Time has oome attain 
Yai and I will start to end, 

And I 1 m so afraid 
I will lose mi| special friend, 

No word can ever define 
Happiness in this heart of mine, 

I thank the Iord above 

He had showed me what is love, 





Forgotten development? 

This drive located at 
Zone II, Lamion, Bongao 
was like this 15 years ago, 
and has remained like this 
until this day. Pledges from 
politicians during election 
times for its concreting - just 
like them - have come and go 
but the drive remains the 
same, forgotten. 

T Where is our officials’ 

sense of responsibility for 
"V development? Look at the 
- - child on the road, as if he 
tells you “pakisemento 
: r - naman ito mea bossina!” 


Unspoken 

C\one are the words that flew like a river, 
Which maq be sharp like a Damocles sword 
Or verses sweet as hcncq 

I felt like mq heart hath already purcied ou 
t 

And mq soul hath left mq corpse, 

And that I am a soulless quids, 

What use is the power of immortals, 

If theq have no souls,, 

bereft of feelincj, bereft of emotions, 

I wish for the stars in heaven to fall on mq 
face, 

That I maq taste itOs hot embers 
And burn me to oblivion.. 

Per neither can words flaw from mq pen, 

P or mq muse hath fled me 
And the quill broken, 

Anonqmous... 


Joke Cnty 

Pq Cu in-tin L Paltazar 

A PPIP 5f ANP AN IMAM were seated 
together in a plane bound for fawi 'Tawi, 
The priest became talkative, upai knowinq 
that his seatmate is a Muslim 


"have qou tasted or eaten a pork? 
asked the priest to the Imam, 
"father naman, qou know i am an Imam, whq 
should i, that is Harram!.." answered 
the Imam. 

"No, it’s between us onlq, have qaj tasted 
a pork? 11 

"Honestlq, when i was not qet a Muslim, I 
have eaten a pork," 

"Poes it taste pallatable.?.." 
the imam said, "qes, how about qou father, 
have qai tried 5PX? " 

"5i Imam naman, qou know I am a priest 
qou should not asked that question! 
protested the priest. 

"(2h,...it's between us onlq, honestlq 
father?,., 

11 qeah, before when i was not qet a 
priest," 

11 Poes it taste qood? 11 
"qeah, . .better than pork, 

XXX 

mo VOOWttmCA 5PMINA? participants 
who are from 5imunul were coachinq 
each othe. 

"iti plus iti, equals naan," said the other, 
Another participant who heard their 
discussion joined them, 

"No! . . 30 plus 80 equals 1 60, not 
nine," 


Health Tip 

How to Reduce Stress 

• Give your body sufficient 
rest each day 

• Maintain a reasonable diet. 
Avoid overeating 

• Engage in proper and 
regular exercise, such as 
brisk walking 

• If something worries you, 
talk to 1 a friend about it 

• Spend more time enjoying 
your family 

• Delegate or share household 
chores 

• Know your own physical 
and emotional limitations 

• Set realistic goals; do not be 
a perfectionist 

• Be organized; have a 
balanced, reasonable 
schedule 

• Cultivate qualities such as 
mildness and patience 

• Set aside some time for 
yourself 

"total television entertainment" 
Subscribe to; 

Bongao Cable TV 

Located at Tubig Boh, Bongao 
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MELF offers to help broker ceasefire in Sulu 


In war, the civilians are always hard it and the pitiful victims; they are always at the mercy of bullets, 
bombs, rockets and hunger, disease, and even deaths. Such is the harsh situation facing them in Sulu today, since 
the present war started on February 5 that has already claimed the lives of many people, especially combatants, the 
latest one being Lt. Col. Dennis Villanueva, commander of the army’s 53 rd infantry battalion. 

The Moro Islamic Liberation Front views this massive displacement of civilians with utmost concern and 
sympathy. They are the latest addition to hundreds of thousands of internally displaced persons (IDPs), who are 
mostly Muslims, scattered in practically the whole of Mindanao. 

In view of this, we call upon all conscience-guided individuals, non government organizations and even 
states to extend help to these unfortunate IDP’s, including children, in whatever ways possible particularly food and 
clothing. More than ever, they need help to survive during this critical moment of their life. 

We also call upon the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and MNLF to refrain from further offensive 
actions that would lead to more bloodshed and destruction. We believe that the declaration of the ceasefire is the 
most logical step to be taken up by both parties, since prolonging the skirmishes would have more minuses rather 
than pluses to both parties. A protracted warfare against the government is an antidote to its early takeoff 
economically, which in fact has the positive signs right now; to the MNLF, confronting the AFP in positional 
warfare, experience tells us, is not a paying off enterprise. 

We offer to help broker this ceasefire. We believe we have the modest capacity to do this because we are in a 
peace negotiation with the government and we have an open line with our brothers in the MNLF. We also have the 
necessary experience in handling this kind of task. 

In due time, we hope to receive the go-signal from both parties so that we can start establishing contacts and 
build consensus that would hopefully lead to the declaration of a ceasefire. And once the ceasefire holds, we expect 
the two parties to do some soul-searching, why, after they have sign the GRP-MNLF Final Agreement on 
September 2, 1996, fighting has still to take place in Mindanao. 


MOHAGHER IQBAL 
Chairman 

Committee on Information 
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